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           December 27, 2022 

Summer Lee, Alysia Keating to Receive Awards at ACBA’s 24th Annual  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer Breakfast Jan. 16  

Annual Event Returns In-Person for First Time Since 2020 

WHAT: Allegheny County Bar Association’s 24th Annual Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer Breakfast and Program 

WHEN: Monday, Jan. 16. Buffet breakfast at 7:30 a.m.; program at 8:30 a.m. 

 

WHERE: Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church, 2001 Wylie Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

 

WHY: One of the biggest Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebrations in the Pittsburgh area, the annual breakfast – organized by the 

ACBA Homer S. Brown Division – commemorates the life of Dr. King and his contributions that led to changes in the law and 

social justice. The 2023 edition of the event will be the first time it has been held in-person since before the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Numerous dignitaries from the Pittsburgh legal community and the community at large will be on hand to remember the noble 

work of Dr. King, celebrate advancements in civil rights and discuss the challenges that remain. Among the event’s highlights will 

be the presentation of the Drum Major for Justice Award to Summer Lee and the Distinguished Service Award to Alysia Keating.  

DRUM MAJOR FOR JUSTICE AWARD:  The Drum Major for Justice Award is presented annually to an individual or individuals 

who advance Dr. King’s mission “to make justice, equality and opportunity a reality for all people.” The award’s name comes from 

Dr. King’s Drum Major Instinct sermon, during which he said, “If you want to say that I was a drum major, say I was a drum major 

for justice. Say that I was a drum major for peace. I was a drum major for righteousness.” 

The ACBA will present the 2023 Drum Major for Justice Award to Summer Lee, who was recently elected to the U. S. House of 

Representatives, the first Black Woman from Pa. to be elected to Congress. 

Ms. Lee is a dedicated organizer, attorney, and progressive legislator. She worked as labor organizer, joining the Fight for 

$15 to increase the minimum wage. In 2017, after repeated incidents of violence from police and school administrators 

against local students, Ms. Lee spearheaded a successful write-in initiative that transformed the local school board. 

In 2018, Ms. Lee ran for a spot in the Pa. House of Representatives, taking on a 20-year incumbent, doubling voter 

turnout, and winning with more than 67 percent of the vote. She also made history, becoming the first Black woman from 

Western Pennsylvania ever elected to the legislature. 

 

Ms. Lee has been a voice for working families and a champion for sustainable jobs, environmental justice, police 

accountability, reproductive rights, immigration rights, and gender and racial equity. She is a tireless advocate for workers ’ 

rights, unions, the right to organize, and the fight for a livable wage. Ms. Lee also has brought millions of dollars to the 

communities she represents for infrastructure upgrades and community revitalization.  

A Woodland Hills High School graduate, Ms. Lee grew up in Braddock and Swissvale before graduating from Penn State 

University, followed by the Howard University School of Law, where she focused on civil rights and social justice 

advocacy. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD:  The Distinguished Service Award is not an annual award, but rather it is presented 
occasionally to an individual in recognition of their service to the ACBA and the HSBD. It was last awarded in 2016. 
 
The 2023 Distinguished Service Award will be presented to Alysia Keating, who joined the ACBA as its Director of Diversity 
and Gender Equality in July 2011. She served as the staff liaison for the Homer S. Brown Division and numerous other 
ACBA diverse affinity groups and was instrumental in the bar association’s efforts to increase diversity, equity and inclusion 
in the legal profession. In her role at the ACBA, Keating was responsible for identifying current trends and best practices in 
those areas and making recommendations to improve the recruitment, retention, job satisfaction, perceptions and attitudes, 
and compensation disparity of women and diverse lawyers. She also was responsible for developing programs and 
seminars to update and educate ACBA members on the topics of DEI and gender equality. 
 
Ms. Keating spearheaded the award-winning ACBA Summer Clerkship Program for diverse law students and the Women’s 
Institute for Leadership in Law (WILL), among numerous other widely recognized programs. 
 
A native of Miami, Fla., Alysia Keating attended The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania where she earned a 
B.S. in Economics with a concentration in Finance. She then attended Georgetown University Law Center, graduating in 
1993. Before moving to Pittsburgh in 2007, she practiced corporate law at large firms in New York City and South Florida 
and was most recently a Shareholder at Akerman LLP, where her practice focused on private equity and venture capital 
transactions and mergers and acquisitions. 
 
Since leaving the ACBA in January 2021, Keating has returned to the practice of law at Keating Law Office, LLC, a small 
civil litigation defense firm, and continues to advocate for diversity, equity and inclusion in the legal profession. Keating is a 
resident of Upper St. Clair Twp.  
 

ADDITIONAL INFO: For more information, visit www.ACBA.org/MLK2023 

 

MEDIA INFO:  The event includes numerous photo and interview opportunities. Please make arrangements in advance by 

contacting Brian Knavish, ACBA Director of Marketing and Media Relations, at 412-901-5955 or bknavish@acba.org. 

 

### 

 

About the ACBA 
Chartered in 1870 and headquartered in downtown Pittsburgh, the Allegheny County Bar Association is a professional organization with more than 5,000 member 

attorneys, judges, district justices, legal administrators and paralegals. 
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